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According to an article published in the ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL (Albuquerque, New Mexico,
05/24/87), two former contra leaders now residing in Costa Rica have accused the CIA of ordering
a gruesome cover-up scheme to conceal several deaths of US citizens in the US-backed contra war.
The incident involves the crash three years ago of a US government-owned cargo plane during a
covert mission to supply a contra army unit operating in northern Costa Rica. All seven men aboard
were apparently killed. In interviews with NEWSDAY, former commander of a contra army based in
Costa Rica (ARDE), Eden Pastora, and his top lieutenant Carol Prado, said that CIA officials directed
them to mutilate the corpses of the crash victims. The CIA's orders, they said, included removing the
jawbones and teeth of the dead men. "It was inhumane," said Pastora, who would not discuss the
matter in detail. He and Prado, however, did identify two CIA officials then stationed in Costa Rica
including the CIA station chief who they said gave the group the order to mutilate the bodies. Costa
Rican authorities say that Pastora's men were the first to reach the wreckage of the DC-3, which
crashed March 24, 1984 in the jungle a few miles from the Nicaraguan border. According to Costa
Rican officials, the bodies were taken out of the plane and burned, some of them twice. Most other
physical evidence had been removed or destroyed by the time Costa Rican investigators arrived, and
some bodies were removed from the crash scene by an unidentified helicopter, witnesses told Costa
Rican police investigators. The statements by Pastora and Prado combined with new information
from Angel Edmundo Solano, Costa Rica's security minister at the time of the crash, constitute the
strongest indication to date that deaths of US citizens in the Nicaraguan government's war with the
contras have been covered up by Washington. The issue of deaths of US citizens has not figured into
congressional inquiries vis-a-vis the CIA's involvement with the contras. In his testimony before
the joint House-Senate committee investigating the Iran-contra affair, Robert Owen read a poem
written by John Hull (CIA operative who owns a ranch in northern Costa Rica), that included a
reference to a plane crash.
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